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Cutch State is at certain times of the year isolated from tlie

mainland. The periodical isolation takes place in the years of good

rains, when the Great Rann and the Little Rann are flooded.

During the dry season the Ranns are dry and perfectly hard, but

quite uninhabitable as not a blade of grass is tO' be found in any

part of them. The ground, in fact, is in many places covered

with thick incrustations of salt. The fauna of the State is chiefly

composed of desert and semi-desert species met with on the

neighbouring- mainland.

The records and specimens at my disposal indicate that little

is known of the amphibian and reptilian faunas of Cutch State.

This paper is an attempt at putting- together such data as are

available. The records are drawn from the collections of the

Bombay Natural History Society, the Fauna of British India

(Reptilia, 2nd Ed), and from specimens and observations made by

the author during a three-weeks' tour to the Great Rann during-

the latter portion of September and the early part of October 1935.

Most of the material in the Society's collection is from Mr. C. A.

Crump, who surveyed the mammals of the State on behalf of the

Society in 1912.

ORDER: LORICATA : Alligators and Crocodiles.

1<"amily : Chocodiijd;k : Crocodiles.

Crocodilus palustris Lesson. The Mugger, Marsh Crocodile or Broad-snouted

Crocodile.

This crocodile is found in some of the inland lakes. I have seen specimens

in the artificial lake at Chawa. The Benas River enters the Eastern or Little

Rann and, as crocodiles are fairly numerous in this river, their presence in

the lakes is easily understood. They also occur in Kathiawar.

ORDER : TE.STl?DINES : Turtles, Tortoises and Terrapins.

Family : Ciielonid^e : Marine Turtles.

Caretta caretta. The Logger-head Turtle.

According to Captain V. C. Steer-Wehster this species comes ashore at

Mandvi to breed.

Family : Trionychid^ : Freshwater Turtles.

Lisseoiys punctata granosa (Schoepff.) Soft-shelled Turtle.

'The Bombay Presidency, including Cutch' {F.B.I., 2nd Ed.).
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ORDER: SQUAMATA : Lizards and Snakes.

Sub-order : Sauria : Lizards.

Family : Geckonid^. : Geckoes.

Gymnodactylus kachhensis kachhensis Stoliczka.

'Common throughout Cutch, mostly in crevices of rocks, and very rarely

seen in houses (Stoliczka).' F.B.I.

Hemidactylus flaviviridis Riippel. Common House Gecko.

Locality : Bhuj (McC. !), common in houses in Cutch.

Family : Agamid^.

Sitana ponticeriana Cuv,

The F.B.L, ist. Ed. mentions this species as occurring in Cutch but the

2nd Ed. does not.

Calotes versicolor (Daudin). The Bloodsucker.

This species is quite common throughout Cutch. I have seen them at Nir

Wand, Pachum Island, on the very edge of the Great Rann.

Uromastrix hardwickii Gray. The Spiny-tailed Lizard.

Common in many parts of Cutch, Kawra, Pachum Islands (McC. !).

Note.—A few of these lizards were dug out of their burrows and one was

swamped out by filling the burrow with water. The burrow goes down almost

vertically for a foot or so and then down at an angle of about 45°. At the

end of the burrow, which is about six to eight feet long, there is a chamber

sufficiently large to allow the animal to turn round. The mouth of the chamber

is usu.'dly closed by the spiny tail.

Family : Scincid^.

Mabuya macularia (Blyth).

Locality: Cutch {F.B.I., 1st. Ed.). In the second edition this species Is

omitted.

Ablepharus grayanus (Stoliczka).

Locality: Cutch {F.B.L, 2nd Ed.).

Eumeces taenioiatus (Blyth).

Locality: Cutch {F.B.L, 2nd Ed.).

Ophiomorus Iridactylus (Blyth).

Locality: Cutch {F.B.L, 2nd Ed.).

Family : Lacertid^.

Acanthodactylus cantoris cantoris Gunther.

Locality: Bhuj (B.N.H.S. collection!).

Ophiops jerdoni Blyth.

Locality: Cutch {F.B.L, 2nd. Ed.).

Ophiops microlepis Blanford.

Locality: Cutch {F.B.L, 2nd Ed.).

Family : Varanid.^.

VaranuS monitor (Linn.). The Common Monitor.

Locrdity : Bhuj, among old tombs (McC.!).

SuB-OKDER : Ophidia : Snakes,

Family : Boid^.

Eryx johnii (Russ.). Sand Boa.

Locality: Cutch (F.J5./., ist Ed.); Nir Wand to Kakra (McC.!).




